5 Young Marines receive honor for service work

By Val Van Meter
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER—To hel p ot hers, “you have to give of
adult leader of the Shenandoah Valley Young Marines organization sponsored by the Winchester
Elks Lodge.

And the Elks recently held a ceremony to present five of the Young Marines with Presidential
Volunteer Service Awards they earned through community service.

Young Marine Sgt. Alex Loria-Powell earned the gold award for 148 hours of service in 2008,
while Cpl. Josh Smith received a gold award for 135 hours.

Gunnery Sgt. Anthony Molitor earned the silver award for his 77 hours, and Pfcs. Austin Molitor
and Angela Rowe received bronze awards for 68 and 62 hours, respectively.

Theawar ds were established in 2003 by the Presid
Participation as a way to thank and honor Americans who inspire others to volunteer service by
their example.

The amounts of hours served, which vary for youth, young adults and adults, and families or
groups, earn the bronze, silver and gold pins.

The Young Marines took part in a wide variety of community projects, from helping with Meals

on Wheels and with children learning to read, to putting together care packages for U.S. service

personnel to helping build a garden at the William and Henry Evans Home for Children.

They also received credit for community service work performed on their own.

“We're a |l ot |Ii ke the Boy Scout s,he sMardi nTeesr.r”i
The program isn’t a training ground for the M
The program was begun as a drug resistance program, he said, and Deputy Larry Funk of the

Front Royal Police Department, a Drug Abuse Resistance Education officer, works with the

youngsters in this regard.

The Young Marines program also strives to build leadership ability and self-confidence.

The young people run the meeting, held at the Elks Club on Front Royal Pike (U.S. 522) once a
month.



“We' re hereftoebespary, Wi lliam Molitor said.
with the parents about upcoming activities.

The May meeting included information about an August campout in Virginia Beach that will
involve a visit to an aircraft carrier and marine museum, in addition to beach time.

And the Young Marines learned about an upcoming physical training event at a nearby military
base.

They are also scheduled to perform color guard duties for Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., in May
and serve at flag retirement ceremonies.

“There’s so much | | ove about it, " said award
Young Marines.

Perhaps the most exciting thing, said Anthony

One of the most impressive,rec ent | y, was actor and director RO
nice guy,” Josh said.
They also enjoy their physical training, such
awesome,” Josh said.

The Young Marines learned to jump from a 12-foot high platform into a pool and use their
clothing to help them keep afloat in the water.

Austin Molitor, 10, was the first person to make that leap.

“1 was i mpressed,” said his mother, Kim Molit
Perhaps the most difficult community service project they did was the Volunteer Farm project in

Woodstock. There, volunteers pitch in to do gardening chores that help raise food for the Blue

Ridge Area Food Bank.

“That was hard work,” Anthony Molitor said.

“1 |i ke doing farm stufdéd,Hiodoseshf aomntlermduséd
using my hands."”

The Young Marines planted onions on one trip, Anthony Molitor said, and then went back to pull
weeds on another.

One of their more serious duties is the color guard, the boys noted. They have carried the
American and service flags for ceremonies before Congress and various military groups.

The color guard tops Josh’s |list of activitie



For Austin Molitor, this is one of the hard duties, because the flags can become very heavy as a
ceremony continues.

Flag retirements can sometimes offer surprises. Anthony Molitor recalled one ceremony for a
fairly small flag.

It is supposed to be folded 13 times, but, said Alex, they were given a very small box for it.

“When we got to the 10th fold,” said Josh, “I
“1 had the biggest smile,” Anthony Molitor sa
Information

For information on about organization, contact Terri Triloria at 540- 868-2975.
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